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Call to Order at 7:00 pm. 

Board Members present: Chair Jill Lukes, Dave Buchholz, Bill Eichenberg, Tom 

Forbes, Amy Gaffney, Kim Resek, Council Liaison Yvonne Buchholz. 

 

March Minutes 

Approved with corrections. 

 

 2021 Events 

 Memorial Day Parade-Monday, May 31, 2021.  9:00 am line-up, 9:30 am 

step off. Jill & Dave co-chairs. 

Since the last meeting we were given the official go ahead for the parade.  Yvonne, 

Dave and Jill met to go over details.  Ms. Lukes updated the parade registration 

form. Discussion ensued regarding the throwing of candy. Mr. Buchholz suggest 

that we state if candy is going to be dispersed it can be thrown by walkers alongside 

the vehicles.  No throwing of candy from vehicles. Ms. Buchholz suggest that the 

parade participants wear masks and social distance and this should be included on 

the registration form.  Mr. Buchholz suggested we follow the CDC guide lines and 

state this in the registration form.  Mr. Buchholz stated that in the past he had the 

children be dropped off at the police station and have volunteers from the Golden 

Bullets escort the kids to their place in the parade line.  Ms. Lukes stated she 

confirmed with the band director that we will have the Alumni band this year.  

Mr. Buchholz stated that he confirmed with the N. Olmsted VFW for the color 

guard.  He also got a letter from the Coast Guard and they would be honored to be 

in the parade.  Mr. Buchholz also asked that the Marines to participate in the parade 

and possibly doing a 21 gun salute for the ceremony but has not heard back. 

Whichever way we go we should be covered.  

 Memorial Day Ceremony following parade at Village Green.  Jill Chair. 

Ms. Lukes stated that she has confirmed the speaker and his name is Tom Stevens.  

He is a graduate form Olmsted Falls High School and is a 20 year veteran of the 

Navy.  Ms. Lukes stated that she will start putting together the program.  The Boy 

Scouts and Girl Scouts will present the flags as the names of the soldiers are read.  
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Mr. Eichenberg stated that he will be doing the flowers for the bridge as we have 

done in the past.  The Girl Scouts and the Historical Society will drop the flowers 

over the bridge at the end of the ceremony.    

 

 Yoga in the Park. Amy and Kim co-chairs. 

Ms. Lukes stated that we got the ok form the law director, Mr. Beemer.  He 

requested that we make the font larger on the contract.  She stated that we are going 

to do a pre-registration so that we know how many people are coming.  Ms. Gaffney 

will speak to the instructor to set the date each month that she will be holding the 

class.  The board as a whole decided that all of the yoga events should be held at 

the same park and it was decided it would be East River Park.  Discussion endued 

regarding the COVID protocols.  Ms. Lukes stated that we should space small 

cones distanced apart to keep everyone socially distanced. The registration form 

will be the waiver form. Discussion ensued regarding signage. Ms. Lukes will reach 

out to Walt from UpSigns to work on some ideas. Mr. Forbes suggested reaching 

out to the schools to see if we could advertise on their sign boards.   

 Music at E. River – Last Sunday of the month, June, July, August at E. 

River Park.   Amy & Jill co-chairs.  

 June 27th, 2021 6-8 pm 

 July 25, 2021, 6-8 pm 

 August 29 2021, 6-8 pm. 

Ms. Lukes stated that she has been working on a contract with wording stating that the 

…..the City will not be responsible for cancellations due to weather or newly imposed 

restrictions from the Cuyahoga County Board of Health.  Discussion ensued regarding 

language in the contract regarding cancellations. She will forward to the law director. 

Ms. Lukes state that she has some contacts for some bands and she will get those to 

Ms. Gaffney.  Ms. Lukes asked for any suggestions from the board for bands.  She 

would like to have a band picked and under contract in May for the June concert with 

the July and August bands selected shortly thereafter.  

 

 Falls Day, 1st Sunday in October. October 3, 2021 from 1-4 pm.  

No additional information at this time 

 Citizen of the Year 

Discussion ensued regarding the selection of the award for Citizen of the Year.  Mr. 

Buchholz is working on several options.  He would like to have something put together 

so we don’t have to scramble every year.  

 Fall-o-ween. Date TBD. 

Ms. Lukes stated that this is an undecided event at this time.  We need to see if all 

restriction are lifted.  This would be a very difficult event to control social distance.  
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Ms. Lukes stated that maybe we could take it down to just Trunk or Treat. Several 

locations for Trunk or Treat were discussed.   Discussion for this event will continue 

next month.  

 

 Tree Lighting 1st. Sunday in December, December 5, 2021.  5:00 pm, 6:00 

pm tree lighting. Dave and Tom co-chairs.  

Ms. Lukes stated that we will need to create a couple more Gingerbread characters due 

to vandalism from last year.  Mr. Buchholz stated that there is 471 linear ft. of fence 

that needs garland and we would need an addition 10 or 15% extra for the garland to 

swag.  Ms. Lukes would like the board to put together a wish list so we can get it to 

the Service Director to order.     

 

 Playground Equipment 

Ms. Lukes stated that the City applied for a grant $400,000.00 for playground 

equipment for the Village Green (VG) and E. River Park at the beginning of 2020 

and then Covid struck and everything came to a halt. This year we were awarded 

$75,000.00 from the State with the understanding the City would also contribute to 

the development of the playground and this will go to replace the equipment at the 

VG. The original cost estimate for the VG was $225,000.00 so she met with Service 

Director Borczuch to see what the City would contribute and he stated $75,000.00 

from the 113 fund and several thousand from another fund.  Total cost is $152,000.00 

and Schneider Recreation will be installing it at a smaller plan then originally 

designed. The playground will be ADA approved.   The current swing set and 

standalone slide will remain at the VG.  We will not be able to replace the equipment 

at East. River Park this year.   

 

Ms. Lukes stated that the bathrooms at E. River Park were vandalized recently.   Ms. 

Lukes stated that Service Director Borczuch was very positive to this board doing a 

spruce up project.  She will also mention it to the Garden Club and the 501C3 group 

as well. Ms. Buchholz stated that we might want to mention to Grace Church as well.  

Ms. Lukes stated that painting the fence at the VG would be a project for us to do.  

Mr. Buchholz suggested painting the restrooms at E. River Park but Ms. Lukes stated 

that was being taken care of.  Ms. Lukes suggested coming up with a date to do the 

volunteer project.  
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 Council Liaison Report 

No additional information 

 Meeting Adjourned at 8:46 pm 

 

 

 

 

Aimee Stone, Secretary    05.03.2021 


